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to say what they might do to show their gratitude : " Ask
your husband to help me to buy back Ste-Marie," was
the unexpected answer. Soon, with the help of two
cousins, Casimir and Scipio Perier, the now dilapidated
building was acquired, and in December 1801 the ragged
schoolboys carried up the mountain-side the few possessions
which Philippine brought to her old home.
Her trials were, however, by no means ended, for her
attempt to gather together the Visitation nuns proved a
failure; poverty, criticism, and disappointment tried to
breaking-point even her Duchesne power of endurance,
but Philippine held on. The Fathers of the Faith came to
know her, and one, Father Rivet, sent his sister as a com-
panion. From Grenoble a few girls arrived as boarders;
among them, Emilie Giraud, who soon joined Philippine
as an aspirant for religious life. Father Rivet spoke of a
like beginning at Amiens, and of Mother Barat and her first
companions. Philippine longed and prayed for the found-
ress to come, and wrote in her own name and in that
of her companions, whose numbers had now grown to
six. At last Father Varin, after judging for himself, sent
for Mother Barat, who, arriving on December ijth, knew
that she had met a kindred soul.
Kindred, indeed, they were in aspiration and in generous
disposition, though utterly different in temperament and in
mental gifts; for while the young foundress was gende
and retiring, scholarly and prudent, though withal vivacious
and full of humour, Mother Duchesne, outspoken and
ready to dare all, was ardent and impatient of the minutiae
of scholarship. Too much in earnest to see the humorous
side of life and of persons, hers was rather the stuff of
martyrs than of pastors. She viewed all things on a great
scale, and was ever ready to break through obstacles. As
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